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Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election without traverse of Claims 1-16, 18-23, 36-40 and 42-44 in the reply 
filed on 07/06/2004 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which appUcant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 19 recites the limitation "the Internet" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
intemational application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the intemational application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-16, 18-23, 36-40 and 42-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Wical (U.S. Pat. No. 6,240,410). 

Per claim 1, Wical teaches a method for presenting a portion of a database, the method 
comprising steps of 
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presenting a first tier of tabs, each tab in the first tier of tabs representing a first collection 
of data objects corresponding thereto (figs. 2a and 2b; col 2, lines 20-35; col. 10, lines 10-20); 
and 

in response to a selecting of a tab of the first tier to produce a selected first tier tab, 
presenting a second tier of tabs, each tab in the second tier of tabs representing a second 
collection of data objects, each data object in the second tier also belonging to the first collection 
of data objects corresponding to the selected first tier tab (figs. 2a and 2b; col. 2, lines 20-35; col. 
10, lines 34-36). 

Per claim 2, Wical teaches the method of claim 1, wherein: the second tier of tabs is not 
visible until after the selecting of a tab of the first tier (fig. 2a). 

Per claim 3, Wical teaches the method of Claim 1, wherein: the second tier of tabs is 
visible (fig. 2b). 

Per claim 4, Wical teaches the method of Claim 1, further comprising a step of 
in response to a selecting of a tab of the second tier to produce a selected second tier tab, 
presenting a third tier of tabs, each tab in the third tier of tabs representing a third collection of 
data objects, each data object in the third tier also belonging to the second collection of data 
objects corresponding to the selected second tier tab (figs. 2a-2c; col. 12, lines 1 1-28). 

Per claim 5, Wical teaches the method of Claim 4, wherein the third tier of tabs is not 
visible until after the selecting of a tab of the second tier. 

Per claim 6, Wical teaches the method of Claim 4, further comprising a step of 
in response to a selecting of a tab of the third tier to produce a selected third tier tab, 
presenting a fourth tier of tabs, each tab in the fourth tier of tabs representing a fourth collection 



Application/Control Number: 09/738,050 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2174 

of data objects, each data object in the fourth tier also belonging to the third collection of data 
objects corresponding to the selected third tier tab (figs. 2b and 2c). 

Per claim 7, Wical teaches the method of Claim 1, wherein: the database is a catalog of 
products (fig. 10; mass storage 1020; col. 5, lines 28-40). 

Per claim 8, Wical teaches the method of Claim 1, wherein: the presenting the first tier of 
tabs includes executing a process in a first computer system and displaying the first tier of tabs 
on a display device of a second computer system and the selecting of a tab of the first tier to 
produce a selected first tier tab includes providing a selection of the selected first tier tab to the 
first computer system (col. 6, lines 1-12; network environment with remote access). 

Per claim 9, Wical teaches the method of Claim 1, wherein: after the selecting of the tab 
of the first tier to produce the selected first tier tab representing a first collection of data objects, 
and in response to a selecting of a subsequent tab of the first tier to produce a subsequent 
selected first tier tab, wherein the first tier includes both the selected first tier tab and the 
subsequent selected first tier tab, replacing the second tier of tabs with a subsequent second tier 
of tabs representing a fourth collection of data objects; and replacing the third tier of tabs with a 
subsequent third tier of tabs representing a fourth collection of data objects (figs. 2a-2d; col. 10, 
lines 34-36; col. 11, lines 60-67). 

Per claim 10, Wical teaches the method of Claim 1, further comprising a step of 
modifying a browser to perform the presenting the first tier of tabs (fig. 2a; col. 11, lines 61-67). 

Per claim 11, Wical teaches the method of Claim 1, further comprising: receiving a scroll 
input corresponding to at least one of the first tier and the second tier in response to receiving a 
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scroll input, scrolling the corresponding at least one of the first tier and the second tier (figs. 2a- 
2c; scroll 320). 

Per claim 12, Wical teaches the method of Claim 1 , wherein: at least one of the first tier 
and the second tier is horizontal (figs. 2a-2c; item 300 and 310). 

Per claim 13, Wical teaches the method of Claim 1, wherein: at least one of the first tier 
and the second tier is vertical (figs. 2a-2c; item 300 and 310). 

Per claim 14, Wical teaches the method of Claim 1, wherein: at least one of the first tier 
and the second tier is horizontal and at least one of the first tier and the second tier is vertical 
(figs. 2a-2c; item 300 and 310). 

Per claim 15, Wical teaches the method of Claim 1, wherein: the form representing the 
collection of records of tabs is visually scalable (col. 10, lines 48-55; contract and expand 
fiinction). 

Per claim 16, Wical teaches the method of Claim 1, further comprising a step of 
accessing the database over a network (fig. 10; col. 6, lines 9-11). 

Per claim 18, Wical teaches the method of Claim 16, wherein accessing the database 
includes reading a computer readable medium (col. 25, lines 36-50). 

Per claim 19, Wical teaches the method of Claim 16, wherein: accessing the database 
over a network includes accessing a first portion of the database over the Internet and a second 
portion of the database over a computer readable medium (col. 6, lines 9-14; col. 25, lines 44- 
25). 

Per claim 20, Wical teaches the method of Claim 16, further comprising: storing the 
portion of the database locally (col. 25, lines 48-51). 
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Per claim 21, Wical teaches the method of Claim 1, comprising accepting a text input 
search request from a user, conducting a search and identifying at least one data object that 
satisfies the search request, and identifying at least one data object (fig. 9a; item 270; col. 23, 
lines 59-67); 

determining a second tier of tabs associated with the data object (fig. 9a; second tier 540); 

determining a first set of tabs associated with the data object (fig. 9a; first tier 760); and 

displaying a representation of the data object along with the fist set of tabs and the second 
set of tabs (figs. 2a and 2b). 

Per claim 22, Wical teaches the method of Claim 1, comprising presenting a graphic 
image on at least one of the first tier tabs (fig. 3a and 3b; col. 14, lines 8-30). 

Per claim 23, Wical teaches the method of Claim 1 , comprising presenting a graphic 
image on at least one of the second tier tabs (fig. 3a and 3b; col. 14, lines 8-30). 

Per claim 36, Wilca teaches a method for presenting a portion of a database, the method 
comprising steps of 

presenting a bottom tier of tabs, each tab in the bottom tier of tabs representing a first 
collection of data objects corresponding thereto (figs. 2a-3b; col. 10, lines 47-58; col. 14, lines 8- 
30); and 

in response to a selecting of a tab of the bottom tier to produce a selected bottom tier tab, 
presenting a form of selectable graphics images representing a collection of records of the 
database (figs. 2a-3b; col. 10, lines 47-58; col. 14, lines 8-30); and 

presenting a next tier of tabs, each tab in the next tier of tabs representing a collection of 
tabs of the bottom tier of tabs (figs. 2a-3b; col 10, lines 47-58; col. 14, lines 8-30). 
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Per claim 37, Wilca teaches the method of Claim 36, further comprising a step of: 
receiving an action from the form (col. 14, lines 8-31). 

Per claim 38, Wilca teaches the method of Claim 37, wherein: the action is a text entry 
(fig. 9a; item 270; col 23, lines 60-67). 

Per claim 39, Wilca teaches the method of Claim 37, wherein: the action is a quantity 
(col. 12, lines 32-34; col. 13, lines 28-38). 

Per claim 40, Wilca teaches the method of Claim 37, further comprising: in response to 
receiving an action, generating a record for subsequent action (fig. 2f; history 300). 

Per claim 42, Wilca teaches a method of presenting a plurality of electronic catalogs on a 
computer workstation, the method comprising 

presenting a menu of electronic catalogs to a user from the workstation (fig. 2a; col 10, 
lines 11-23); and 

in response to the selection of a catalog, displaying a page from the selected electronic 
catalog, a second tier of user selectable tabs, including at least one tab associated with the page, 
and a first tier of user selectable tabs, including at least one tab associated with the second tier 
tab associated with the page (fig. 2a-2c; col. 2, lines 20-35; col. 10, lines 47-57). 

Per claim 43, Wilca teaches the method of Claim 42 comprising displaying a product 
display page (fig. 4c). 

Per claim 44, Wilca teaches the method of Claim 42 comprising displaying an index page 
(col 19, lines 29-48). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identicaUy disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 17 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wical 
(U.S. Pat. No. 6,240,410) and Wittenburg et al. ("Wittenburg", U.S. Pat. No. 6,515,656). 

Per claim 17, Wical teaches the method of Claim 16, but does not teach accessing the 
database over a network includes accessing the database over the Internet. However, Wittenburg 
teaches accessing the database over a network includes accessing the database over the Internet 
(fig. 1). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include the internet access as taught by Wittenburg in the invention of Wical 
because it provides users with remote access to information over the WWW. 

Per claim 41 , Wical teaches the method of Claim 37, but does not teach generating a 
purchase order in response to receiving the action. However, Wittenburg teaches generating a 
purchase order in response to receiving the action (fig. 10; online shopping). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include the 
online shopping as taught by Wittenburg in the invention of Wical because it provides users with 
online shopping. 

Claims 27-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wical (U.S. 
Pat No. 6,240,410) and Bodnar (U.S. 2001/0000668). 
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Per claim 27, Wical teaches a method for presenting an electronic office products catalog, 
the method comprising: 

assigning, for each office product, at least one product category name (fig. 2a; item 200); 

assigning, for each product category name an alphabetic tab (fig. 6a; col 20, lines 26-32); 

assigning, for each office product, at least one page number of the electronic catalog 
where the office product will be displayed (figs. 2e and 2f; list function; col. 12, lines 32-34; col. 
13, lines 28-39); 

assigning, for each product category name, a set of page numbers corresponding to the 
pages of the electronic catalog at least one office product corresponding to the product category 
name will be displayed in the electronic office products catalog (figs. 2e and 2f; list function; col. 
12, lines 32-34; col. 13, lines 28-39); 

presenting a first tier of alphabetic tabs, each alphabetic tab displaying at least one letter 
(fig. 6a; col. 20, lines 26-32); 

in response to a selecting of an alphabetic tab, presenting a second tier of product 
category name tabs, such that a product category name tab is presented for each product category 
name (fig. 6b; col. 20, lines 34-46); 

in response to a selecting of a product category name tab, presenting a third tier of page 
number tabs, such that at least one page number tab is presented for each product category name 
and in response to a selecting of a page number tab, displaying the first page represented by the 
page number tab (figs. 2e and 2f; list function; col 12, lines 32-34; col. 13, lines 28-39). 
Wical does not teach assigning, for each product category name an alphabetic tab such that the 
tab corresponds to the first letter of the product category name and in response to a selecting of 
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an alphabetic tab, presenting a tier of product category name tabs, such that a product category 
name tab is presented for each product category name beginning with the alphabetic letter of the 
selected alphabetic tab. However, Bodnar teaches assigning, for each product category name an 
alphabetic tab such that the tab corresponds to the first letter of the product category name and in 
response to a selecting of an alphabetic tab, presenting a tier of product category name tabs, such 
that a product category name tab is presented for each product category name beginning with the 
alphabetic letter of the selected alphabetic tab. (figs. 8E and 8F; [0084]). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include the 
alphabetic tab as taught by Bodnar in the invention of Wical because it provides users with a 
methodology for with dynamically adjusting tab categories and subcategories. 

Per claim 28, Wical teaches the method of claim 27 comprising scrolling at least one of 
the alphabetic, product name, or page number tabs (fig. 2a-2f; scroll 320). 

Per claim 29. Wical teaches the method of claim 27 comprising in response to a selecting 
of a product category name tab, presenting a third tier of product sub-category name tabs such 
that at least one sub-category name tab is presented for each product category name (figs. 2e and 
2f; list function; col. 12, lines 32-34; col. 13, lines 28-39); 

in response to a selecting of a product sub-category name tab, presenting a fourth tier of 
page number tabs, such that at least one page number tab is presented for each sub-product 
category name and in response to a selecting of a page tab, displaying the first page represented 
by the page number tab (figs. 2e and 2f; list function; col. 12, lines 32-34; col. 13, lines 28-39). 

Per claim 30, Wilca teaches the method of claim 27 comprising accessing the electronic 
office products catalog over a network (fig. 10; col. 6, lines 9-11). 
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Per claim 31, Wilca teaches the method of claim 27 comprising storing the portion of the 
database locally (col. 5, lines 48-51). 



The prior art made of record and not rehed upon is considered pertinent to appHcant*s 
disclosure. 

Zellweger (U.S. Pat. No. 6,433,797) discloses method and apparatus for generating a tab 
list menu in a hierarchical menu structure. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh T. Vu whose telephone number is (571) 272-4073. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur and every other Fri 8:30 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L, Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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